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Madrid will host an international gathering of distinguished business leaders on 16 May
2026 as the Best CEO Awards 2026 takes place at the Mandarin Oriental Ritz. Set in the
historic center of the Spanish capital, the event will convene executives from across
multiple continents whose leadership achievements have positioned them among notable
figures in the global business landscape.

The ceremony will unfold under the theme the old money in the new world, a concept
reflecting the intersection between traditional values of long term business stewardship
and the modern entrepreneurial forces reshaping the global economy. The event
highlights leadership capable of balancing strategic heritage with innovation, growth, and
international expansion.

The Mandarin Oriental Ritz stands among the most prestigious luxury venues in Europe.
Known for hosting diplomatic gatherings, international cultural events, and high level
business occasions, the historic hotel provides a setting that reflects the prestige
associated with global executive leadership. Within its renowned halls, invited guests will
attend a formal black tie evening designed to celebrate excellence in corporate
leadership.

Events of this nature represent more than ceremonial recognition. They serve as meeting
points for leaders operating across international markets, bringing together executives
whose organizations influence sectors ranging from technology and manufacturing to
consulting, finance, real estate development, architecture, and legal services.

Ahead of the ceremony, several names have been revealed as among the pre announced
finalists for the Best CEO Awards 2026. These individuals represent a diverse cross
section of international leadership and entrepreneurial achievement.

Among the pre announced finalists are Mario Matias Sebely, Thomas Philip Brunney,
Fernando Manjarin, Vanessa Idada, Juan Carlos Fernandez Mercado, Mahdi Rahman,
Ana Cristina Correa Cervera, Ivan Cancino, Antonio Eduardo Botello Juarez, Gabriel
Jimenez, Francisco Javier Toussaint Parrodi, Tino Pellizzeri, Moyn Islam, Jose Luis Soto
Belloso, Carla Mariana Gagliardi Presta, Rebecca Arippol, Andres Deya, Matias
Castrillon, Juan Jorge Valenzuela Valdez, Claudio Totaro, Bankim Chandra, Angeles De
la Cerda, Virginia Terceros, Fabio Ostroviecki, Maria Sztachel, Cesare De Stefano, David
Flores, Juan Camilo Vivas Ocampo, Andrea Palacios, Eliana Cabrera Ovando, Mario
Zamora, Piero Bardellini, Misha Emanuilov, Franco Luca, Enrique Arquer Badenas, Javier
Salinas, Marinela Marku, Anita Asani, Lionel Martin, Maria Paula Bello, Jose Roberto
Salinas Padilla.

The motivations behind each potential recognition will remain confidential until the evening
of the ceremony. The official announcements and the detailed reasons for each award will
be revealed only during the event itself, maintaining the anticipation surrounding the final
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recognition of executive excellence.

A defining characteristic of the Best CEO Awards is the rigorous evaluation framework
applied during the selection process. Participation is not determined through open public
submissions or popularity metrics. Instead, candidates undergo a structured assessment
designed to evaluate measurable leadership performance across multiple dimensions.

Executives are reviewed based on indicators such as company growth, strategic
innovation, operational leadership, team development, and measurable market influence.
Governance standards, ethical leadership practices, and the long term sustainability of the
organizations under their direction are also considered within the evaluation process.

This multi dimensional review ensures that the awards remain grounded in objective
leadership achievements and verifiable corporate results. By focusing on measurable
impact rather than symbolic recognition alone, the initiative aims to maintain credibility
among global executives, investors, and institutional observers.

Within the broader landscape of international business culture, ceremonies that highlight
executive leadership have become important platforms for recognizing individuals capable
of shaping markets and guiding organizations through complex economic environments.

As the Best CEO Awards 2026 approaches, the Mandarin Oriental Ritz prepares to host
an evening that reflects the evolving nature of global leadership. Against the backdrop of
one of Europes most celebrated luxury venues, the ceremony will bring together
executives whose influence continues to shape companies, industries, and markets
across the world.
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