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Family travel is undergoing a quiet but meaningful transformation. Across the U.S.,
parents are increasingly prioritizing destinations that foster togetherness, simplicity, and
space without sacrificing comfort, safety, or thoughtful design. This shift has fueled the
rise of family-oriented vacation rentals, particularly in destinations that naturally slow the
pace of daily life. One place experiencing renewed attention is Fire Island, a car-free
barrier island off New York’s coast that is drawing multi-family travelers seeking a more
intentional beach escape.

Golden hour at Windows on the Sea - A modern Fire Island retreat perched above the
dunes—where sunset light, ocean breezes, and effortless indoor-outdoor living set the
tone for unforgettable family beach escapes.

Unlike traditional resort towns, Fire Island offers an environment shaped by walkable
communities, bike paths, and close-knit neighborhoods. With limited vehicle access,
families experience a sense of ease that is difficult to replicate elsewhere. Parents face
fewer logistics, quieter streets, and a heightened sense of safety, while children gain the
freedom to explore beaches and boardwalks without traffic concerns. These qualities have
made Fire Island especially appealing for families traveling together, whether across
generations or alongside close friends.

Industry data reflects this momentum. Multi-family travel now accounts for more than a
third of U.S. vacation rental bookings, and searches for family-friendly rentals have
continued to rise since 2021. Car-free destinations, in particular, are experiencing
increased demand as parents seek alternatives to high-energy tourist hubs. Fire Island
stands out on the East Coast as one of the few destinations where this lifestyle is not
curated, but inherent.

Within this evolving market, a new generation of thoughtfully designed rentals is
emerging. Homes are being created specifically for families traveling in groups, with
layouts that balance privacy and shared spaces, and amenities that reduce the stress of
packing and planning. Windows on the Sea, a five-bedroom beach house in Ocean Bay
Park, reflects this approach. Located just steps from the shoreline, the home was
designed with multi-family stays in mind, offering features that support both adults and
children without compromising comfort or style.

One standout feature is the home’s heated modpool, equipped with an automatic safety
cover. This amenity has become especially important for families traveling with young
children, offering peace of mind while maintaining a resort-like experience. The heated
modpool also extends the usability of outdoor space into cooler months, making shoulder-
season stays, particularly in early fall, both comfortable and appealing. As temperatures
dip later in the season, families can still enjoy outdoor relaxation without sacrificing
warmth or safety.
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Fire Island’s appeal increasingly extends beyond peak summer months. Shoulder-season
travel, especially from September through November, has grown steadily in recent years.
Cooler temperatures, fewer crowds, and more flexible school schedules make fall an ideal
time for families seeking a quieter coastal experience. Rentals that are well-equipped for
changing weather and longer stays, including heated outdoor amenities, are helping
redefine Fire Island as more than just a short summer escape.

What further distinguishes properties like Windows on the Sea is intention rather than
scale. Many of Fire Island’s newer family rentals are managed by small, host-led brands
with deep local knowledge. Awayzing Stays, the family-run company behind the home,
oversees a limited collection of properties and manages each one directly. This hands-on
approach aligns with a broader industry trend: boutique vacation rentals consistently
receive higher guest satisfaction than large, platform-managed listings.

As family travel continues to evolve, destinations that emphasize safety, simplicity, and
community are gaining ground. Fire Island’s resurgence reflects a broader reassessment
of what families value most when they travel together, and why smaller, intentionally
designed rentals are shaping the future of the vacation market.
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